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(57) ABSTRACT

The invention relates to a sealed oxygen reference fluid con-
taining bag adapted for being pierced by an access probe for
withdrawal of the oxygen reference fluid and including an
access system comprising: a sealing element provided out-
side the bag and preventing any leakage between the bag and
the access probe when the access probe has penetrated the
bag, and a longitudinal support element provided inside the
bag extending essentially parallel to an edge of the bag and
being adapted to support the bag when the bag is penetrated
by the access probe.

30 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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SEALED OXYGEN REFERENCE FLUID
CONTAINING BAG

The invention relates to a sealed oxygen reference fluid
containing bag adapted for being pierced by an access probe
for withdrawal of the oxygen reference fluid and including an
access system.

Bags for reference fluids are widely used in connection
with analytical instruments. The bags are frequently deliv-
ered in containers, e.g. a cassette, wherein several bags are
delivered in one cassette. A single cassette may comprise
several different reference fluids depending on the analytical
instrument the cassette is adapted to deliver reference fluids
to.

The analytical instrument may be an instrument for mea-
suring on body fluids such as blood. Typical parameters mea-
sured on blood are, for example, pCO,, pO,, pH, Na*, K*,
Ca®*, CI', glucose, lactate, creatinine, bilirubin and hemoglo-
bin values, such as FO,Hb, FCOHb, FMetHb, FHHb and
FHbF. Sensors typically measure the parameters and each
parameter normally requires a specific sensor. However, to
provide reliable results, the sensors need to be calibrated
frequently. The calibration is carried out using reference flu-
ids, which may be gaseous or liquid, and the process of
calibration is well-known to the skilled person.

One particular reference fluid comprising oxygen used for
the calibration of oxygen sensors causes special problems.
The bag has to be substantially airtight in order to keep the
desired concentration of oxygen. If oxygen diffuses through
the material of the bag this will effect a change in the con-
centration of oxygen and the reference fluid may not be suit-
able for calibration. Thus, glass bottles or pressure bottles
have traditionally been used as containers for oxygen refer-
ence fluid. However, a development of comparatively recent
date has made it possible to deliver and store oxygen refer-
ence fluids in bags made from flexible laminar material, e.g.
aluminum foil lined with one or more polymers.

Leakage of gas is particularly a pronounced problem when
the flexible wall of the bag is penetrated by an access probe for
withdrawal of reference fluid for calibration into an analytical
instrument. When the bag wall has been broken by the access
probe an effective sealing between the wall and the access
probe is required to avoid leakage.

U.S. Pat. No. 5,780,302, U.S. Pat. No. 6,632,675, and U.S.
Pat. No. 6,835,571 disclose a bag where a sealing member is
attached to the inner surface of the bag at the location where
the access probe penetrates the wall of the bag. However, the
method requires rather complicated means to ensure that the
access probe breaks the wall on the right spot, and measures
need to be taken to ensure that the penetrating access probe
does not loosen the sealing element from the wall and destroy
the sealing effect. Although a satisfactory sealing may be
obtainable in the aforementioned way an even better sealing
is desirable in order to obtain a prolonged life of the reference
fluid when the wall of the bag has been broken.

An object of the present invention is to provide an
improved sealing between the wall of the bag and the access
probe.

The invention provides a sealed oxygen reference fluid
containing bag which bag may be penetrated by an access
probe while gas leakage due to the build-in sealing system is
substantially avoided.

The invention further provides a bag included in a con-
tainer that facilitates the supply of reference fluid to an ana-
lyzing instrument. Moreover, the container is easy to replace
in the analyzing instrument, whereby the reference fluid also
is easy replaced.
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Thus, in the sealed bag according to the invention the
access system comprises a sealing element provided outside
the bag and preventing any leakage between the bag and the
access probe when the access probe has penetrated the bag,
and a longitudinal support element provided inside the bag
extending essentially parallel to an edge of the bag and being
adapted to support the bag when the bag is penetrated by the
access probe.

The access probe provides the connection between the
oxygen reference fluid in the bag and a sensor element that
requires calibration.

As the sealing element is provided on the exterior ofthe bag
and the access probe passes through the sealing element, the
movement of the access probe during piercing of the bag
forces the sealing element towards the exterior wall of the bag
and provides an even tighter sealing. This is in contrast to the
prior art technique where the sealing element is provided on
the interior wall of the bag. This prior known location of the
sealing element has the consequence that the movement of the
access probe during piercing of the bag may accidental loosen
the sealing element from the wall of the bag.

The support element is adapted to support the walls of the
bag, e.g. during mounting in a container. However, to fulfill
the properties to serve as support, the support element is
preferably made from a rather rigid material and, therefore,
not capable to function as sealing element, when the bag is
pierced by an access probe. Consequently, a sealing element
is required to seal the bag subsequent to piercing by an access
probe. The support element may also serve as a support for the
sealing element when the access probe penetrates the wall of
the bag whereby a very tight sealing between the sealing
element and the wall of the bag is obtained.

The support element preferably is completely enclosed in
the bag without penetrating the walls of the bag. More pre-
ferred the support element is attached to an inner surface
portion of the bag. The support element is a longitudinally
bar-like element having dimensions to make it fit within a bag
without penetrating the walls of the bag. Moreover, the sup-
port element preferably has rounded ends to avoid damaging
of the walls of the bag.

The sealing element has a shape that makes it possible to
obtain atight sealing between the access probe and the wall of
the bag, and the sealing element preferably has a substantially
cylindrical form that enclose the access probe and a flange
that abut against the wall of the bag on the place of piercing.
To obtain the desired flexibility the sealing element is prefer-
ably made from rubber material e.g. butyl rubber. In case of
more access probes and more bags being placed in a con-
tainer, more sealing elements are required. The sealing ele-
ments may be mutually connected to facilitate mounting in
the container.

In a preferred embodiment of the bag according to the
invention the sealing element is attached to an outer surface of
the bag. The sealing element is naturally attached to the bag at
the location where the access probe pierces the bag, and the
sealing element subsequent by interaction with the access
probe and the wall of the bag seals the opening produced by
the piercing. The sealing element may be attached to the
surface by means of glue or by melting of the material of the
sealing element and the bag. The glue or melted material may
serve as additional sealing material and provide a tighter
sealing.

In an alternative preferred embodiment of the bag accord-
ing to the invention the sealing element is attached to the
access probe. In this embodiment the sealing element follows
the access probe and the sealing element seals the produced
opening by interaction with the access probe and the wall of
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the bag. Leakage after piercing due to an imprecise placement
of the sealing element on the surface of the bag may be
avoided as the sealing element is placed on the surface of the
bag by the access probe during piercing. The sealing element
may adhere to the access probe simply by friction.

In a further alternative preferred embodiment of the bag the
sealing element is attached in a frame like structure between
the access probe and the wall of the bag optionally abutting
the wall of the bag. The sealing element is attached in such a
way that the access probe easily may enter the sealing ele-
ment, penetrate the wall of the bag and simultaneously press
the sealing element towards the wall of the bag. The frame-
like structure for holding the sealing element is preferably
attached within a box-like structure holding one or more
assemblies according to the invention.

During piercing of the bag the support element has the
further function of supporting the wall of the bag and interacts
with the access probe and the sealing element to obtain a very
tight sealing.

For the purpose of achieving an easy attachment of the
support element to the surface portion of the wall, in a pre-
ferred embodiment the support element and the inner surface
portion of the bag are made from the same material. When the
support element and the surface portion of the wall are made
of the same material they may easily be jointed e.g. by melt-
ing or gluing the material. The material is preferably a poly-
mer, e.g. polyethylene or polypropylene.

The support element conveniently comprises at least one
passage adapted to interact with a penetrating access probe.
Preferably an inner wall in the support element forms the
passage which is substantially non-deformable. The passage
preferably has a diameter that exceeds the diameter of the
access probe, which allows the access probe easily to enter the
passage. The passage typically has a diameter being 2 to 10%
larger than the diameter of the access probe. Consequently,
the support element has no sealing effect. However, the sup-
port element with the passage provides for the sealing ele-
ment being placed in close contact with the exterior wall of
the bag, while the interior wall is supported by the support
element in such a way that the piercing access probe forces
the sealing element towards the exterior wall of the bag.

The support element may comprise at least two through-
going holes or bores arranged at opposite ends of the support
element. This makes the support element substantially sym-
metric which facilitate the mounting in the bag.

Alternatively the support element comprises a plurality of
through-going holes or bores at the respective opposite ends
of the support element. This embodiment also facilitates the
mounting and provides more freedom for placing the point for
piercing.

In a preferred embodiment of the bag, one or both ends of
the support element are provided with tongues. The one or
two tongues are adapted to be cast into one or two welded
joints of the bag. The embodiment provides for a more stable
attachment of the support element to the bag and reduces the
risk of breaching the wall of the bag due to movement of the
support element, e.g. during transport of the bag.

The dimensions of the support element naturally depends
on the specific use, however, a preferred length is from about
10 cm to about 22 cm, more preferred from about 13 cm to
about 18 cm. Preferably the support element has a cross
section area in the range of about 0.5 cm® to about 3 cm?, more
preferred from about 0.7 cm?® to about 1.5 cm®. The cross
section of the support element may be substantially circular,
oval, square, rectangular or any other desired shape.

As the inner wall of the passage is substantially non-de-
formable, the risk of displacing the support element by means
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of'the access probe during the insertion of the access probe in
the bag and thus leading to leakage is minimized. It may be
that the support element as such is substantially non-deform-
able. The support element is preferably made from a polymer
material such as polyethylene, polypropylene or similar
material from which relatively rigid or non-deformable ele-
ments may be produced. In a preferred embodiment, the
support element is made of polyethylene.

It is preferred that the bag comprises multiple laminated
layers comprising an inner layer of a heat-sealable polymer.
By using a heat sealable polymer as the inner layer it is
possible to obtain a tight sealing of the inner surface of the bag
and thereby a tight sealed bag by heat-welding the surfaces of
heat-sealable polymer. Examples of suitable heat-sealable
polymers are polyethylene and polypropylene. In a preferred
embodiment the inner layer is made from polyethylene,
which is easy to heat-weld.

In order to obtain a gas tight and durable bag the multiple
laminated layers preferably comprise aluminum. Aluminum,
suitable in the form of an aluminum foil, provides gas tight-
ness and strength to the laminated material.

Preferably the bag is in the form of an envelope, which
makes it easier to fit more bags into a container. Moreover, the
envelope shape also provides for an optimal utilization of the
space in the container.

Consequently, in a preferred embodiment the bag is
included in a container. The container is preferably a box-like
container having a lid and comprising one or more bags and
wherein at least one of the bags contains an oxygen reference
fluid. The container is conveniently made from a plastic mate-
rial e.g. acrylonitrile-butadiene-styrene (ABS), polyethylene
(PE) or polycarbonate (PC). The container e.g. includes 6-12
bags of which some or all may contain oxygen. However,
some bags may also contain other calibration or rinse fluids.

In a preferred embodiment the one or more access probes
are formed integrally with the lid of the container. The num-
ber of access probes integrated in the lid suitable corresponds
to the number of bags in the container. The access probes may
be formed by any conventional means, e.g. dye casting or
mold forming. The access probes are preferably made from a
plastic material that is gas tight, suitable for laser welding and
has a suitable strength and rigidity to penetrate the bags, e.g.
from acrylonitrile-butadiene-styrene (ABS), polyethylene
terephtalate (PETP) or thermoplastic polyester (PET).

The container preferably comprises a snap-fit for securing
the lid to the remainder or box-like part (although it may have
any desired cross-section, such as square, circular, oval etc.,
the lid is of course adapted to fit the shape of the remainder).
In one embodiment the container is provided in a non-secured
state and the user activates the snap-fit function just before the
container is to be utilized, optionally by removal of a safety
device. Use of a safety device may serve to protect against
unintended piercing of the bags as the activation of the snap-
fit function will also cause the one or more access probes to
penetrate the one or more bags in the container. As the access
probes penetrate the one or more bags the one or more pro-
duced openings are simultaneously sealed by the sealing ele-
ments.

Consequently, in a preferred embodiment the access probe
does not pierce the bag when the lid is not secured to the
remainder of the container, however, the access probe pierces
the bag when the lid is secured to the remainder of the con-
tainer.

In a further embodiment the sealing element is provided in
a frame-like structure attached to the container. As the sealing
element may be integrated with the access probe, the sealing
element may also be integrated in the lid of the container,
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thus, the invention also encompasses an embodiment of the
container where the sealing element is provided in a lid of the
container. The 1id may be the lid incorporating the access
probe or if e.g. production requires it may be a separate lid.

The invention will now be described in further details with
reference to examples and drawings in which:

FIG. 1 shows a bag with an access system according to the
invention.

FIG. 2 shows a container according to the invention.

FIG. 3 shows an example of a support element according to
the invention.

FIG. 4 shows a cut through a bag with the mounted support
element.

FIG. 5 shows an embodiment of a sealing element.

FIG. 6 shows a second embodiment of a sealing element.

FIG. 1 shows a simplified depiction of a bag with an access
system according to the invention. The bag with access sys-
tem 1 comprises a sealed bag 4 shaped as an envelope and
containing an oxygen reference fluid and a support element
(not visible). The bag 4 is manufactured from a heat-sealable
foil consisting of an inner layer of polypropylene (PP70) with
about 70 um thickness, a diffusion barrier layer of aluminum,
with a thickness of about 9 um, and outer layer of polyethyl-
ene terephtalate (PETP) with a thickness of about 12 pum, for
protecting the other layers and for providing a better basis for
labelling, increasing the rigidity of the laminate etc. The bag
has heat-sealed joints 5, 6 at the end-parts and along the side
7 of the bag 4. The access system 1 is furthermore provided
with a sealing element 8 capable of sealing an opening in the
bag pierced by an access probe 9 as indicated in the upper part
of'the figure. The access probe 9 may be connected to a lid or
other element (not shown) of a container. The sealing element
is made from butyl rubber and the access probe is made from
ABS.

FIG. 2 shows a container 2 in the shape of a box-like
member 2 and lid 3. The box-like member and the lid is made
from ABS. The box-like member 2 contains several bags of
which atleastone is abag1 according to the invention. The lid
3 may comprise access probes (not shown) for piercing the
bags 4 and further devices (not shown) for connecting the
bags 4 to e.g. a blood-analyzing instrument.

FIG. 3 depicts a support element 10 for use in a bag 4
according to the invention. The support element 10 is shaped
as a longitudinally element with rounded ends 11, 12. Fur-
thermore the support element 10 is equipped with passages in
the form of'holes 13, 14 symmetrically at each end. The holes
13, 14 are intended to receive an access probe for withdrawal
of'oxygen. Indeed, one hole would be sufficient, however, the
two holes 13, 14 made symmetrically in each end of the
support element facilitate the production and mounting of the
support element 10.

In FIG. 4 a support element 10 is seen mounted in the
interior of a bag 4. The support element 10 is mounted on the
inner wall 15 of the bag 4. On the outer wall 16 of the bag 4 is
mounted a sealing element 8 at the location of the hole 13 in
the support element 10.

In conjunction, the sealing element 8 and the hole 13 may
receive an access probe 9 intended to withdraw fluid from the
bag 4 and seal the opening that results from the piercing of the
access probe 9.

FIGS. 5 and 6 show two embodiments of a sealing element
during the sealing of a bag.

FIG. 5 shows a bag wherein an access probe 9 pierces the
wall 20 of the sealed bag. The wall 20 is supported by a
support element 10 at the place of piercing in such a way that
a hole 13 in the support element 10 receives the tip 21 of the
access probe 9. A sealing element 22 surrounds the access
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probe 9 with tight connections 23, 24 caused by the access
probe 9 deforming the sealing element 22 during piercing.
The sealing element 22 also comprises a flange 25 abutting
the wall 20 of a bag. The tight connections 23, 24 and the
flange 25 ensure a tight sealing of the opening made by the
access probe 9. A similar arrangement is shown in FIG. 6,
which only differs from FIG. 5 in the design of the sealing
element 26. The sealing element 26 comprises three tongues
27,28, 29 that provide a tight sealing around the access probe
9.

When the access probe 9 has pierced the wall 20 of a bag as
shown in FIGS. 5 and 6, the access probe 9 also forces the
sealing element 22, 26 to a tighter abutment with the wall 20
of a bag. This tighter abutment is mainly achieved by the
movement of the access probe 9 through the sealing element
22, 26 towards the wall 20 of a bag.

Thus, it may be seen that it is the interaction between the
access probe 9, the sealing element 26, the wall of the bag 20
and the support element 10 that provides the unexpected tight
sealing.

The invention claimed is:

1. A reference fluid bag assembly, comprising:

a sealed bag comprising oxygen reference fluid; and

an access system comprising:

a sealing element,

an access probe,

wherein the sealing element defines an access location
for accepting the access probe and wherein the access
probe is configured to pass through the access loca-
tion and penetrate the sealed bag through an exterior
wall to withdraw at least a portion of the oxygen
reference fluid from the sealed bag, and wherein the
access probe forces the sealing element towards the
exterior surface of the sealed bag when penetrating
the sealed bag, and

a longitudinal support element attached to an internal
surface of the bag without penetrating the bag and
extending essentially parallel to the internal surface of
the bag and wherein the longitudinal support element
comprises at least one opening,

wherein the longitudinal support element is disposed
substantially opposite the sealing element and the
access probe is configured to pass through the at least
one opening of the longitudinal support element after
penetrating the sealed bag.

2. The bag assembly according to claim 1, wherein the
sealing element is attached to an outer surface of the sealed
bag.

3. The bag assembly according to claim 1, wherein the
sealing element is attached to the access probe.

4. The bag assembly according to claim 1, wherein the
sealing element is attached in a frame structure between the
sealed bag and the access probe.

5. The bag assembly according to claim 4, wherein the
sealing element abuts the external surface of the bag.

6. The bag assembly according to claim 1, wherein the
longitudinal support element and said internal surface portion
of the sealed bag are made from the same material.

7. The bag assembly according to claim 1, wherein an inner
wall forming the at least one opening of the longitudinal
support element is substantially non deformable.

8. The bag assembly according to claim 1, wherein the
longitudinal support element comprises a tongue in at least
one end, said tongue being adapted to be cast into a joint of the
sealed bag.
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9. The bag assembly according to claim 1, wherein the
sealed bag comprises multiple laminated layers comprising
an inner layer of a heat-sealable polymer.

10. The bag assembly according to claim 9, wherein the
heat-sealable polymer is polyethylene.

11. The bag assembly according to claim 9, wherein the
multiple laminated layers comprise aluminum.

12. The bag assembly according to claim 1, wherein the
sealed bag is in the form of an envelope.

13. The bag assembly according to claim 1, further com-
prising a container, wherein the sealed bag is included in the
container.

14. The bag assembly according to claim 13, wherein the
container holds a plurality of sealed bags and one or more
access probes.

15. The bag assembly according to claim 14, wherein the
one or more access probes are formed integrally with a lid of
the container.

16. The bag assembly according to claim 15, wherein the
lid and a remainder of the container comprise a snap-fit for
securing the 1id to the remainder of the container.

17. The bag assembly according to claim 16, wherein the
access probe is separate from the bag when the 1id is unse-
cured to the remainder of the container, and wherein the
access probe pierces the bag when the 1id is secured to the
remainder of the container.

18. The bag assembly according to claim 13, wherein the
sealing element is provided in a frame structure attached to
the container.

19. A container comprising:

alid;

a sealed bag comprising oxygen reference fluid; and

an access system comprising:

a sealing element,

an access probe provided with the lid, wherein the seal-
ing element defines an access location for accepting
the access probe and wherein the access probe is
configured to pass through the access location and
penetrate the sealed bag through an exterior wall to
withdraw at least a portion of the oxygen reference
fluid from the sealed bag, and wherein the access
probe forces the sealing element towards the exterior
surface of the sealed bag when penetrating the sealed
bag; and
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a longitudinal support element attached to an internal
surface of' bag without penetrating the bag and extend-
ing essentially parallel to the internal surface of the
bag and wherein the longitudinal support element
comprises at least one opening; and

wherein the longitudinal support element is disposed
substantially opposite the sealing element and the
access probe is configured to pass through the at least
one opening of the longitudinal support element after
penetrating the sealed bag.

20. The container according to claim 19, wherein the
access probe is formed integrally with the lid of the container.

21. The container according to claim 19, wherein the lid
and a remainder of the container comprise a snap-fit for
securing the lid to the remainder of the container, so that the
access probe is separate from the sealed bag when the lid is
unsecured to the remainder of the container, and so that the
access probe pierces the sealed bag when the lid is secured to
the remainder of the container.

22. The container according to claim 19, wherein the seal-
ing element is attached to an outer surface of the bag.

23. The container according to claim 19, wherein the seal-
ing element is attached to the access probe.

24. The container according to claim 19, wherein the con-
tainer further comprises a frame-like structure situated
between the sealed bag and the access probe, and wherein the
sealing element is attached in the frame-like structure.

25. The container according to claim 24, wherein the seal-
ing element abuts an outer surface of the bag.

26. The container according to claim 19, wherein the lon-
gitudinal support element is attached to an internal surface
portion of the sealed bag.

27. The container according to claim 26, wherein the sup-
port element and the internal surface portion of the sealed bag
are made from the same material.

28. The container according to claim 27, wherein the sup-
port element and the internal surface portion of the sealed bag
are made from polyethylene.

29. The container according to claim 19, wherein an inner
wall forming the at least one opening of the longitudinal
support element is substantially non-deformable.

30. The container according to claim 19, wherein the con-
tainer holds a plurality of sealed bags and one or more access
probes.
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